THE PERSONAL RULE OF LOUIS XIV
offices. Colbert's enterprises - the privileged factories to which he
granted monopolies, the royal manufactories carried on at the
expense of the State, the premiuns offered to industrialists, and
the settlements of foreign craftsmen - left only a few traces behind
them, such as the Gobelins and Beauvais tapestry-works, the
mirror manufactory of Saint-Gobain, and the lace of Chantilly
and Alen$on. Founded mainly with a view to keeping money in
France, these enterprises engaged in luxury industries, such as
those producing silks, fine cloth, lace, tapestries, glass, or porce-
lain, which were best adapted to the French craftsmen's artistic
faculties and preference for individual work.
While he was responsible for the navy, Colbert tried in vain to
revive the galleys in the Mediterranean; but his influence pro-
duced more lasting effects upon the Atlantic fleet, consisting of
sailing-vessels. He provided it with crews by imposing compulsory
service upon all sailors and fishermen on the coasts, all of whom
were entered on a register and divided into classes, so that they
should be ready to answer the summons when called up. This
system of the naval register has survived down to the present,
under its ancient name of inscription maritime, as has also the naval
pensions fund, or Trhor des invalides de la Marine, the most ancient
insurance fund in France.
jthe   army
Letellier and his son Louvois, who were responsible for military
affairs, maintained the principles underlying the system established
during the Thirty Years' War on the model of foreign armies; for
the new creations that took place in the military art did not
originate in France. Modern infantry was created by the Spani-
ards and the Dutch, modern cavalry by the Germans, and military
engineering by the Dutch. The rank of officer was still conferred
by commissions granted by the king, sometimes only for the
duration of a war and liable to be withdrawn. It never became
an office that could legally be sold, as in the civil departments of
State; but in practice the holder of a commission would resign it
in return for a sum paid by his successor. The new ranks of lieu-
tenant-colonel, lieutenant, and ensign, at least, could be given
without payment to poor officers, known as 'officers of fortune'.
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